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ADMINISTRATION CLASS, BRITISH COLLEGE 
OF NURSES.  

A VISIT TO THE CHALFONT COLONY OF THE 
NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR EPILEPTICS. 

Not many years ago one of our poets wrote of a place 
t‘ Where the world is quiet.” These words were recalled 
forcibly to me when we visited on April 9th the Colony 
a t  Chalfont. Poets have always praised the harmonious 
and seemingly uneventful life of the country, but it is 
only recently that the curative value of such a life to sufferers 
from nervous disorders has been appreciated. The National 
Society for Epileptics was founded forty-two years ago to 
provide a place where these people could lead a healthy 
and interesting life away from the petty worries which 
aggravate their illness. Prior to that time epileptics, 
although often perfectly sane, had been placed in mental 
hospitals, or had been left at home without the required 
Care until they deteriorated. 

Miss L. A. Parry, who has held the post of Matron for 
twentv-four years, conducted us round the Colony, which 
was ’ unfokunately 
for us too large to be 
all visited in one 
a f t e r n o o n .  Miss 
Parry is in the happy 
position of being 
senior administrative 
officer in the Colony ; 
there is no Steward. 
She told us that any- 
thing she asked for 
in the form of 
amenities for the 
Colonists the Com- 
mittee g a v e  h e r  
“with both hands.” 
As a result of such a 
generous attitude the 
Colony has large and 
b e a u t i f u 11 y kept 
p l a y i n g  fields, a 
spacious Assembly 
Hall and a “Hut”  
for Scouts, Guides 
a n d  C u b s  w h i c h  
might be the envy of 
all packs. There are 
eighteen homes, each 

was where the Night Nurse or Attendant slept, it being 
unnecessary and even harmful for epileptics to have an 
attendant always present. The dormitories have lightr 
which can be dimmed, as the patients must never be left 
in the dark. 

We visited some of the workshops, a forge and a carpen- 
ter’s shop and saw the colonists a t  work. All the repairs 
of the Colony and much of the furnishing are done by the 
men themselves, We had no time to visit the Farm, where 
many of the men find employment under the direction of 
the Farm Bailiff, but a glimpse of a beautifully kept 
orchard testified to ungrudging care and expert supervision. 
The homes for the women and children occupy one end of 
the estate, together with the School Buildings. The 
Laundry with its Sorting Room, the Kitchen and impres- 
sively stocked Store Rooms are grouped round the Pass- 
more-Edwards House, which contains the Matron’s Office. 

The Colony has land to  the extent of three hundred and 
fifty-eight acres. There are a t  present five hundred and 
ten patients housed in the eighteen homes. The cost of 
equipping a home is about ,64,000, and many of them have 
been built by generous gifts. The charge for the main- 
tenance of a colonist is fIl 1s: per week, paid in some cases 

THE PASSMORE EDWARDS HOUSE. 

dgsigned by a different architect, and in consequence 
there is none of that monotony of architecture which 
so often makes institutions uninteresting. The visitor 
finds an attractive modern village, each house being in 
its own grounds with a path leading from its own gate 
through a well-planned and tended garden to a hospit- 
able front door. The interiors are as attractive as the 
appearance from without ; everywhere there is an atmos- 
phere of homeliness, of a place lived in and enjoyed, not 
merely designed for show. There are homes of the two- 
storey and others of the bungalow type, the latter being 
the more modern. One end of the building is given up to 
the Dining and General Rooms, which can be opened into 
one large room, the partition being movable, and the other 
end contains two large Dormitories. In  the central part 
of the building are the Sister’s and Attendants’ rooms, 
Kitchen, Pantry, Linen Cupboard, Bath, Wash and Cloak 
Rooms and a small room which can be used as an isolation 
ward. One feature which impressed our party was a little 
room between the dormitories, having a window opening on 
each and containing a bed. This, Miss Parry explained, 

by?elatives, in others 
by county or district 
grants, and some- 
times by the “Main- 
tenance Fund ” of 
the society. Con- 
vaIescent patients 
from hospitals are 
received into certain 
of the homes and the 
charge for these is 
;61 5s. per week. 

patients’ 
term of residence is 
fixed from month to 
month, unlike the 
colonists, who stay 
for an inde f in i t e  
period. A period, of 
two years’ freedom 
from fits is usua!Iy 
considered to In. 
dicate a cure. A11 
educational grant is 
allowed in respect Of 
the School and the 
materials which the 
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